
 

Special Interests 

• Monthly Breakfast 

Saturday May 5th at 

9:00 Am  at Webster 

Market Restaurant 

  Nets 

• Skywarn Sundays on 

147.030 123.0 PL at 8:30 

PM 

• Hog County ARA Net 

Mondays on 145.490 

123.0 PL at 8 PM 

• EMCOMM Mondays on 

146.925 123.0 PL at 8:30 

PM 

• Friday Free for All on 

Fridays on 146.925 
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   HOG COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO  
                       A World of Difference for All 

This bulletin is Yours. 

If you see something you don’t 

like or you do like please let the 

editor know. 

This bulletin is here to serve 

YOU. 

Bobby—KX4RS 

bsmalley@gmail.com 

The Official Newsletter of the Hog County Amateur Radio Association 

Low Power Voltmeter  

The heart of the circuit is the LM3914N dot-bar volt meter IC, U2. 

This chip is operated in the expanded-scale mode so that the circuit 

responds in the 10-16V range.  

U2 outputs a steady voltage on pin 7 from the internal voltage refer-

ence. This is fed via voltage dividers VR2 and R5 to the internal ref-

erence input pins to set the range that the meter is sensitive to. The 

measured voltage is fed in on pin 5 via the voltage divider consist-

ing of R4 and VR1. This divider scales the input voltage down to a 

range that is useful to the IC. The basic expanded 12 volt scale 

LM3914 voltmeter circuit was published in Nuts & Volts magazine 

(1), a similar circuit was shown in Home Power #10 (2). More on 

page 3. 

WHY RADIO AMATEURS ARE CALLED "HAMS "  
From Florida Skip Magazine-1959 

Have you ever wondered why radio amateurs are called "HAMS"? 

Well, it goes like this:  

The word "HAM" as applied to 1908 was the station CALL of the first 

amateur wireless stations operated by some amateurs of the HAR-

VARD RADIO CLUB. They were ALBERT S. HYMAN, BOB ALMY and 

POOGIE MURRAY. At first they called their station "HYMAN-ALMY-

MURRAY". Tapping out such a long name in code soon became tire-

some and called for a revision. They changed it to "HY-AL-MU", us-

ing the first two letters of each of their names.  

 

In 1911, ALBERT HYMAN chose the controversial WIRELESS REGU-

LATION BILL as the topic for his Thesis at Harvard. His instructor in-

sisted that a copy be sent to Senator DAVID I. WALSH, a member of 

one of the committees hearing the BILL. The Senator was so im-

pressed with the Thesis that he asked HYMAN to appear before the 

committee.  

The rest of the story on page 3. 

k4hogfl@gmail.com 
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By H. Ward Silver, N0AX 

Across 

Down 

3 Before SSB 

4  Another abbreviation for KL7 

7  Complement to pro 
9  Between MO and CO 

10  Local ARES leader                                       

12  I have nothing more for you 

14  Administers 

15  Take away permission 

17  Powered up 

18  CW for weather 
19  Ham that prefers speaking (two 

words)                                                             

22  Opposite of delta 

23  Builds up on antennas 

25  Determine identity on CW (two 
words) 

30  Used to send code 
31  23 Across in warm temperatures 

32  Something you have to learn to like 
(two words) 

35  The sound of 40 Across 

36  Short period of sleep during the con-
test 

37  Prevents shocks during repair (two 
words) 

40  Littlest CW element 

41  Possessed by us 

43  Check in 

44  Unknown person 

50  Three basic passive components 

51  Sharp or crisp sending 

53  Circular lip 
54  Direction from Minneapolis to Chi-
cago 

55  Method of tying 

57  Roman eleven 

58  Interleaves channels with GMRS 

60  Received OK message 

  33  Current in the power amplifi-
er (abbr) 

34  Number of call districts                
38  Odor that indicates a burned 
component 

39  Hams favorite code 

40  Punishment for cheating 

 42  Simple time delay circuit 

44  Posted call and frequency in-
formation 

45  Select 

46  Belonging to me 

47  Logical complement to AND 

48  Turn down 

49  Give off 

52  Southernmost continent (abbr)                                          

56  Postal coupon 
58  Micronano amps (abbr) 

59  CW for "That's All, Folks!" 

1  Something is wrong 

2  Liquid coolant 

5  Absorbs spikes and transients 
6  CW apology 

7  Contacts 

8  ARRL's home division 

9  CW for everybody else standy by 

11  Largest country in Zone 12 (prefix) 

12  Abbr for VE2 

13  Assumed requirments (two words) 
14  After a stop 

16  Ham expedition 

20  Small unit of energy 

21  Regret 

24  Waves propagating via the iono-
sphere 

26  Anagram for yourself from my per-
spective 

  27  Video waveform units                               

28  Agency that regulates tower height 

29  Posssess 

May 2018 

Vacuum Packed 

Here's a quiz that will no doubt triode your patience, so be sure to screen every letter 

before you fill in the grid. This will put plenty on your plate, but base the answers on 

your experience and you'll glow with pride! 
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Low Power Voltmeter  

Theory for 12 Volt operation 

The U2 positive supply is connected to pin 3 which is nominally 12V. The U2 negative supply 

is switched on momentarily via transistor Q1, this switching action is what makes the circuit 

efficient since U1 (ICM7555) consumes a mere 0.34 ma while U2 consumes around 18ma 

with one LED on. The ICM7555 timer, U1 is wired to run in an astable (free-running) mode 

with a narrow pulse width square wave output.  

The duty-cycle of U1 is controlled by the ratio of R1 and R2. R2 may be adjusted to a smaller 

value if faster blinking is desired, a potentiometer may be substituted for R2 if a rate adjust-

ment is desired. R1 may be increased if a longer on-time is desired. Changes in R1 and R2 

will affect the average current that the circuit consumes. The frequency of oscillation is de-

termined by C1, R1, and R2. C1 may be either an electrolytic or poly capacitor, if an electro-

lytic part is used, be sure to connect the positive terminal to U1 pins 6 and 2 and the nega-

tive terminal to ground.  

The output of the timer IC is fed through current limiting resistor R3 to transistor Q1 which 

controls power to U2. Capacitor C2 filters the control voltage input to U1 and capacitor C3 

provides DC filtering for the whole circuit. When the lock-on switch across capacitor C1 is 

closed, the output of the timer remains on, thus enabling the U2 circuitry and increasing the 

current drain to 18ma. The reason the switch is not simply wired across the transistor is to 

keep the negative supply to U2 the same as when the circuit is pulsed on.  

This maintains the same calibration on the LEDs in both modes because the transistor's volt-

age drop is always part of the circuit. Last, but not least, fuse F1 protects against the poten-

tial for fire hazard should the circuit become shorted out. The average current is calculated 

by adding the constant current required by U1 with the product of the current from U2 times 

the duty cycle, see the specifications for details. To operate the circuit in the 12V mode, wire 

the circuit so that jumpers J2 and J5 are shorted, parts U3, C4, R6, and R7 may be left out.  

WHY RADIO AMATEURS ARE CALLED "HAMS "  
From Florida Skip Magazine-1959. Part 2 of 2. 

ALBERT HYMAN took the stand and described how the little station was built and almost 

cried when he told the crowded committee room that if the BILL went through they would 

have to close down the station because they could not afford the license fees and all the other 

requirements which the BILL imposed on amateur stations.  

 

Congressional debate began on the WIRELESS REGULATION BILL and the little station 

"HAM" became the symbol for all the little amateur stations in the country crying to be saved 

from the menace and greed of the big commercial stations who didn't want them around. The 

BILL finally got to the floor of Congress and every speaker talked about the "poor little sta-

tion HAM".  

 

 

An amateur is a "HAM".  And now we know! 
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May of 2018 Edition 
Here we are, May of 2018 already and you are reading our first newsletter thanks to Bobby – 

KX4RS. While we are here let me also say thank you to Bobby for all that he does for our 

organization. Thanks to him we have an EchoLink and AllStar Node connected to the 145.490 / 

KI4DYE – Bushnell Repeater.  This allows us locals the opportunity to use these portals to 

communicate if we are away from our radios.  It also allows our seasonal residents to join us on 

our Net or simply say hi from time to time.  And of course Bobby is the Vice President of the 

organization and works behind the scenes.  

 

Again here we are in May, most of our seasonal members mostly from the Red Oaks RV Resort 

are now back home where they spend their summer months. We will miss them but again 

thanks to the EchoLink and AllStar Node hopefully they will say hi now and then.  

 

Since this is our first newsletter will play a little catch up for this year so far. Back in January on 

the 27-28 thanks to the Red Oaks group, Hog County ARA participated in the 2018 Winter Field 

Day event which ended with this; 338 phone contacts and 143 CW contacts puttig us is 7th place 

overall I think it was for our class.  So thank your Red Oaks group for putting us on the contest 

map.  

 

Then March 2 – 10, we set up at the Sumter County Fair again this year.  We were there to 

promote the hobby of amateur radio and support our role in the Weather Ready Nation as well 

with a Free Weather Radio give-a-way,  which a lady from Webster took this year.  Thank you 

to all who volunteered to work the table for us.  

 

Then April 7 & 8, a few of us participated in the Florida State Parks of the Air event. We were 

set up both days at the Dade Battlefield State Park and while we did our best, the band 

conditions were not in our favor. But we were there again to promote amateur radio and we did 

have a few visitors so not a total loss of the event.  

 

So now as we move into our summer months things will settle down. The only upcoming event 

is the ARRL Field Day one in June and we most likely will not participate in that at the 

association level. But let me add that if there is any interest let me know and if there is anything 

else you as members would like to see the association participate in this summer let me know 

that as well.  

 

In closing I want to say a heart-felt THANK YOU!!!!  To each of you for being a part of the Hog 

County Amateur Radio Association.   

Hope to see most of you locals on Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 9:00 AM at the Farmer’s  Market 

Restaurant at the Market in Webster - 522 N Market Blvd, Webster, FL .  

 

73’ 

May 2018 
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No local 

Hamfests 
this 

Month! 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 

Friday Free    

for All      

145.490                          

8:30 PM 

5 

Hog County 

Monthly      

Breakfast 9:00             

Webster Mar-

ket   

6 

SkyWarn              

147.030             

8:30 PM 

7 

Hog County 

Net      145.490 

8:0 PM 

EMCOMM                  

146.925 8:30 

PM 

8 9 

  

10 11 

Friday Free    

for All      

145.490                          

8:30 PM 

12 

13 

SkyWarn              

147.030             

8:30 PM 

14 

Hog County 

Net      145.490 

8:0 PM 

EMCOMM                  

146.925 8:30 

PM 

15 16 17 18 

Friday Free    

for All      

145.490                          

8:30 PM 

19 

20 

SkyWarn              

147.030             

8:30 PM 

21 

Hog County 

Net      145.490 

8:0 0PM 

EMCOMM                  

146.925         

8:30 PM 

22 23 24 

  

25 

Friday Free     

for All      

145.490                          

8:30 PM 

26 

27 

SkyWarn              

147.030             

8:30 PM 

28 

Hog County 

Net      145.490 

8:0 0PM 

EMCOMM                  

146.925         

8:30 PM 

 29  30  31     

              

MAY 2018 EVENTS CALENDAR 
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MEMBER CONTRIBUTION PAGE 

I’ve been interested in radio communications since I was a child. I got my ham li-

cense in January of 2007. Like many new hams I started out with a mobile radio and 

through a friend became involved in the Monday night emcomm net. Later the Hog 

County ARA was started and I found they were both a great way to meet people 

and make new friends. One of my main interests in ham radio is working DX. I real-

ly enjoy talking to people around the world and sharing QSL cards. This year they 

started a mentoring program at work. It was a good way for me to combine two of 

my favorite things. I began telling the children about Amateur radio. There are so 

many cool things about it. Moon bounce, High-Altitude Balloon Launch and Track-

ing, ISS communications, emergency communications. Amateur radio involves Ge-

ography, science, math and so many more things that are great for education. Ham 

radio has really enriched my life and I hope to enjoy it for years to come. 

 73’s Wendy KI4TCX 

Can you name this circuit?               

Answer is next month’s Bulletin. 


